[1] Toutila" de ta en Berwnh xumpesonta magwn Gotgwn te twn ek Berwnh"
pollou"™ metepempeto, kai epel parhsan, panti tw stratw, e"
pentakisciliou” onti, epi tou" enantiou™ hei. o dh magonte" oi tou iRwmaiwn
stratou arconte" ta paronta sF¥isin en boulh epoiounto. [2] Kai parelgwn
fArtabazh" elexe toiade: Mhdei" umwn, andre" arconte”, uperfronein twn
polemiwn ate hmwn tw plhgei elassoumenwn tanun axioutw, mhde, oti pro"
tou" Belisariw dedoulwmenou™ agwnizetai, logismw anapeptwkoti epfautou”
itw. [3] Polloi gar doxh ouk alhgei exhpathmenoi sfa" autou" esfhlan, kai
katafronhma tisin ouk en deonti ginomenon thn uparcousan autoi”
katalusai dunamin iscusen, epei kai allw" h prolabousa kakopragia
tousde tou" andra" e" eutucian parakalei. [4] Tuch gar ei" apognwsin
agagwn elpidwn elgousa e" eutolmia" uperbolhn periistatai. [5] Kai tauta
ouc upoyia tanun hgmeno" en umin eirhka, allf oi" diakinduneusa” pro"
autou" enagco" ekmemaghka thn twn andrwn tolman. [6] Kai me nomizetw
mhdei" xun oligoi" tisin hsshgenta twn polemiwn gaumasai thn dunamin, epei
andrwn areth kai plhgei uperairontwn kai toutw elassoumenwn toi" ge pro”
autou" diamachsomenoi” endhlo" ginetai. [7] Oimai toinun hmin mallon
xunoisein tou potamou thrhsasi thn diabasin toi" barbaroi", epeidan e"
hmisu diabainoien, e" ceira" ienal h pasin agrooi" hdh gegenhmenoi". [8]
Mhdeni te adoxo" einai h toiauth dedocgw nikh. doxan te gar kai adoxian h
twn pragmatwn apobasi” onomazein Filei, kai tou" nenikhkota" eiwgasin
epainein angrwpoli, ou diereunwmenoi th" nikh" ton tropon.

[9] fArtabazh" men tosauta eipen. oi de dh arconte" tw diamacomenw th"
gnwmh" twn deontwn ouden eprasson, al lfautou menonte" ton kairon etribon.
[10] OHdh de o twn Gotqwn strato” agcista egegonei, kai epei diabainein ton
potamon emellon, xugkalesa" Toutila" apanta"” toiauta parekeleusato: Ai
men allai xumpasai macai, w andre" xuggenei", omoian tina machn ek tou epi
pleiston epaggellomenai toi" stratopedoi” e" thn agwnian ormwsin, hmei"
de toi" polemioi” ouk ex antipalou th" tuch”, alla pollw tw diallassonti



crwmenoi e" ton agwna kagistamega tonde. [11] Oi men gar hsshgente", an
outw tucoi, ouk e" makran anamacesqai pro" hma" exousin. En te gar toi"
ocurwmasin fltalia" apash" plhgo" autoi” stratiwtwn apoleleiptai kai
allo strateuma ek Buzantiou autika dh mala epibohghsein ouden apeiko".
Hmwn de tauto touto pagontwn to Gotqwn onoma meta th" elpido” apolwlenai
leleiyetai. [12] Ek muriadwn gar eikosin e" pentakisciliou” hma"
apokekrisgai xumbebhke. Tosauta upeipwn kakeino uma" upomnhsai ouk apo
tropou oiomai einai, w" hnika men xun {lldibadw opla antairein basilei
egnwte, to men plhgo™ umin ou pleon h e" ciliou” xumbioun etucen, h de cwra
periistato xumpasa e" Tikinon polin. [13] Epei de th xumbolh gegonate
kreissou", epiprosgen hmin ta te th" stratia" kai th" cwra" kecwrhken.
Wste hn kai nun andragagizesgai h boulomenoi™ umin, proionto”, w" to eiko",
tou polemou pampan krathsein twn enantiwn elpida ecw. [14] Toi" gar
nenikhkosin aei to pleiosi te kal dunatwteroi” gegonenai xumbainel.
Progumeisqw toinun umwn ekasto" panti sgenei toi" polemioi” omose cwrein
thn machn exepistameno™ thn nun ouk eudokimhkosin hmin anamacesqai pro”
tou" enantiou" amhcanon. [15] Axion de hma" meta th" agagh" elpido" toi"
polemioi" e" ceira"” ienai, th twn andrwn adikia garrounta”. [16] Outw gar
autoi” ta e" tou" kathkoou" bebiwtai wste ftaliwtal” tanun th"
tetolmhmenh" ou deon autoi" e" Gotgou" prodosia"” kolasew" oudemia™ etera"
prosdei: outw xullhbdhn eipein xumpanta autoi” ta kaka pro" twn
upodecgentwn genesqai xunebh. [17] Ti dfan polemiwn eualwtoteron genoito
0i" ge ta ek Qeou dhta pepragmena ouc ugiw" eceit kai mhn kai tw ex hmwn e"
autou" deei euelpida” an hma" e" ton agwna ginesqai prepoi. [18] Ou gar
epfallou™ tina" angrwpwn cwroumen h 0soi enagco” en mesh Berwnh genomenoi
megente" te oudeni logw, kaiper diwkonto" twn pantwn autou" oudeno", outw
dh aiscrw" " fughn wrmhnto.

[19] Tosauta o Toutila" parakeleusameno™ twn oi epomenwn triakosiou"
ekeleuen, oson apo stadiwn eikosi ton potamon diabainonta”, katopisgen

tou twn polemiwn stratopedou genesgai, kai epeidan h mach en cersi
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genhtai, kata nwtou autwn ionta" ballein te kai enoclein dunamei th pash,
opw" ekeinoi xuntaracgente" oudemia™ alkh" mnhsontai. [20] Auto" de panti
tw allw stratw autika ton potamon diaba" euqu twn enantiwn ecwrei: oi de
iRwmaioi euqu" uphntiazon. [21] Epeidh te amFoteroi odw ionte" egguterw
allhlwn egenonto, Gotgo" anhr, Oualari” onoma, mega" te to swma kai to
eido" Fobero" agan, eti mentoi drasthrio" te kai agaqo” ta polemia, ton
ippon exelasa" pro tou allou stratou en metaicmiw esth, teqwrakismeno"
te kai krano" en th kefalh ecwn, kai iRwmaiou" apanta"” proukaleito, ei ti"
oi bouloito e" ceira"” ienai. [22] Oi men oun alloi katwrrwdhkote" hsuch
emenon, tArtabazh" de autw e" agwna katesth mono". [23] Amfw toinun tw
ippw katfallhloin elasante, epeidh agcista ikonto, ta dorata wqoun,
fArtabazh" de proterhsa" efgase ton Oualarin e" pleuran thn dexian
paisa". [24] O de barbaro" kairian tupei” uptio" e" thn ghn pesein emellen,
alla oi to doru exopisgen epi to edafo"” epi petra” tino" ereisgen pesein
auton oudamh eia. [25] O de fArtabazh" enekeito eti mallon to doru e" ta tou
andro" wgwn egkata. Oupw gar auton hdh alwnai kairia plhgh upetopazen.
[26] Outw te xunebh QOualarido” to tou dorato" akron sidhrion scedon ti
orgon gegenhmenon tou fArtabazou gwrako" aptesqai, kata bracu te proion
dielgein men ton gwraka olon, olisghsan de tou dermato” amfi ton
fArtabazou aucena yausai. [27] Tuch te tini arthrian entauga ph ousan
epiprosgen iwn o sidhro" temnei, kai rusi" autika pollou aimato" hn. [28]
Aisghsi" de odunh" oudemia tw anqrwpw egineto, al lfauto™ men e" to iRwmaiwn
strateuma ton ippon aphlaunen, Oualari" de nekro" autou epese. [29] Kali
fArtabazh" de, tou aimato” ouketi Iwfhsanto”, trith usteron hmera ex
angrwpwn hfanisto, iRwmaioi" te kateseise thn pasan elpida, epei kai tote
apomaco” en th xumbolh tauth genomeno” ouk epi mikroi" ta pragmata auto"
esthlen. [30] O men gar exw belwn gegonw" tou traumato" epemeleito, ta de
strateumata amfw e" ceira"” hlgon. [31] Kartera" de genomenh" th" xumbolh"

oi triakosioi barbaroi katopisgen tou iRwmaiwn stratou odw ionte" ek tou



aifnidiou efanhsan, ou" dh katidonte" iRwmaioi kai polu plhgo" einai twn
sTisi macomenwn oiomenoi e" te orrwdian epeson kai autika e" Fughn
wrmhnto, wsper ekastw dunata gegone. [32] Feugonta” te oi barbaroi oudeni
kosmw iRwmaiou" ekteinon, kai pollou” men autwn zwgrhsante" en fulakh
eicon, ta de shmeia xumpanta elabon, oper oupw proteron iRwmaioi"
xunepese. twn te arcontwn w" ekasto"” ph edunato xun oligoi" tisin efeuge,
kai ta" polei"” oph etucon diaswgente" efulasson.



